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Since March, the COVID-19 pandemic has illuminated the stark racial, gender, and socioeconomic 
health inequalities that have always existed in the U.S. 

Black and Brown Americans are dying at much higher rates from COVID-19 than white Americans 
are. People of color are more likely to hold jobs that require them to put their lives at risk every day as 
essential front-line industry workers. Employment has dropped sharply, with Black and Latinx women 
facing the largest job losses. Monthly poverty rates have consistently increased since February 2020, 
and communities of color face the greatest poverty gaps.1

This type of devastation within communities of varying  
marginalized experiences called us to question: what  
specifically has this crisis meant to us, women of color,  
who are the most vulnerable?

 
Little research has been done to explore the effects of structural racism on survivors in the wake 
of this global health crisis. The fiscal impact of sexual violence (SV) is staggering as survivors 
are already facing economic devastation. Prior to the pandemic, survivors were already facing 
economic devastation. Up to 60% of survivors of intimate partner violence (IPV) lose their jobs 
as a result of IPV, and 77% of survivors report that their harm-doer has interfered with their 
employment.2 Pre-pandemic, survivors of sexual and intimate partner violence also faced a range 
of social disadvantages related to financial well-being and the ability to recover from violence. 
Housing insecurity, medical care affordability, and economic insecurity posed significant structural 
burdens for survivors and for their healing journeys, especially for Black and Brown women. 

A Letter from the  
Executive Teams

Tarana Burke Dani Ayers Sonya Passi
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Executive Letter from Me Too and Freefrom

Then came COVID-19. As organizations on the front lines of advocacy for survivors, ‘me too.’ and 
FreeFrom took action to support those who are disproportionately impacted by SV, IPV, and the 
pandemic. We produced COVID-19 response guides and a safety fund to support the immediate 
needs of survivors. But we wanted to do more. Disrupting the systems of oppression that fuel 
gender-based violence requires structural change and policies that promote long-term solutions, 
especially for survivors of color, who face a nexus of oppressions that amplify the effects of  
violence in our lives.

This is why we are undertaking meaningful policy change grounded in survivor-led research.  
This meant starting from the ground up. So between June 27, 2020 and July 23, 2020, ‘me too.,’ 
FreeFrom and a team of trusted researchers led by Dr. Elena Ruíz of Michigan State University 
surveyed 737 people from across the U.S. about their status as survivors and the financial impacts  
of the pandemic in their lives. Nearly 85% of respondents identified as survivors of SV and IPV.

What we learned was sobering—but not surprising. The 
intersections of racism and economic inequality impacted 
women of color the most during COVID-19. 

Our data show that survivors of color who are essential workers are especially at risk of facing 
pronounced food and housing insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic with nearly twice as many 
survivors of color experiencing high economic insecurity during the pandemic compared with white 
survivors. White women have access to significantly more financial resources than Black and Brown 
women do. Survivors of color who have experienced financial abuse are at greater risk than white 
survivors of halting their education during the COVID-19 pandemic due to their financial situation.  
In fact, Black and Brown women of color survivors are at the greatest risk of being unable to pay 
multiple bills due to the impacts of COVID-19.

The pandemic poses a dire threat to the well-being and economic futures of survivors who are  
most marginalized. Addressing the devastating socio-economic effects of COVID-19 on survivors  
of color requires social and political investment in our lives. This takes more than a one-time $1,200 
stimulus check.

Our report makes seven policy recommendations for addressing the socio-economic effects of 
COVID-19 on survivors of SV and IPV. These include investments in housing, healthcare, childcare,  
and programs that enable survivors’ financial freedom, but they are just the beginning. 

Black and Brown survivors are uniting against systems of oppression and speaking up for what we 
need. Because we are advocating for ourselves, it is imperative that the people also advocating for us 
understand the consequences of this pandemic. We must make a commitment to center Black and 
Brown survivors and their needs in our movement. This report is one way to do just that. 

https://metoomvmt.org/explore-healing/healing-toolkits/a-toolkit-for-survivors-during-covid-19/
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Executive Letter from Me Too and Freefrom

This report is dedicated to the survivors who took time to complete our survey. We thank you for 
sharing your truth, and remind you that by doing so, you are not just shaping and documenting your 
own narrative, but you are also helping to speak for other survivors who can’t. Together, there is 
power—both cultural and political—in our collective voices. 
 
In solidarity,
 
Tarana Burke, Founder of ‘me too.’
Dani Ayers, CEO of ‘me too.’
Sonya Passi, Founder & CEO of FreeFrom

__________

1.  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020). United States COVID-19 Cases and Deaths by State. https://
covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesinlast7days; CDC. (2020). COVID-19 Hospitalization and Death 
by Race/Ethnicity. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitaliza-
tion-death-by-race-ethnicity.html; CDC (2020). Health Equity Considerations and Racial and Ethnic Minority Groups. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html;  
 
Ewing-Nelson, C. (2020). Four Times More Women Than Men Dropped Out of the Labor Force in September. National 
Women’s Law Center. https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf; Parolin, Z., Curran, M., 
Matsudaira, J., Waldfogel, J., Wimer, C. (2020, October). Monthly Poverty Rates in the United States during the COVID-
19 Pandemic [Working Paper]. Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University. https://static1.squarespace.
com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-
Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf

2.  RIdley, E. (2005). Domestic Violence Survivors at Work: How Perpetrators Impact Employment. Maine Department of 
Labor & Family Crisis Services. https://www.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesinlast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesinlast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesinlast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf
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INTRODUCING 
OUR STUDY
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The social and economic impact of 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease 2019) 
has been especially hard for survivors 
of sexual violence (SV) and intimate 
partner violence (IPV) in the U.S. 

Introducing Our Study

The scale and magnitude of the pandemic has reverberated across many of the health and financial 
sectors that are correlated with an individual’s ability to seek care or engage in recovery from violence, 
from access to medical services to financial resources for safe housing. Unemployment, unsafe work, 
food and housing insecurity, economic precarity, and health insecurity place heavy burdens on 
populations already facing trauma from violence. This creates a “collision of crises” (Goodman Smyth, 
Borges & Singer, 2009) that has the potential to negatively impact the long-term outcomes of those 
who experience SV and IPV for generations to come. 

The intersections of this collision with racial inequality are even more alarming. When broken down 
by race and gender, our results reveal a stark picture of how COVID-19 has financially impacted 
survivors of color. Data shows that COVID-19-related financial insecurity is greatest among Black  
and Brown women survivors, and that financial security enables safety by reducing the likelihood  
of returning to a harm-doer. We also show that survivors of color who are essential workers are 
especially at risk of facing significant food and housing insecurity. For example, among survivors,  
8 out of 10 essential workers of color are facing food insecurity under COVID-19 compared to 5 out 
of 10 white essential workers. A similar pattern is evident in housing insecurity and patterns of 
interruption to asset-generating resources, such as education. The stakes could not be any higher. 
Survivors already face significantly higher burdens of material insecurity when compared with the 
average American (Doyle, Durrence, & Passi, 2020). The multiplicative and compounding socio- 
economic effects of COVID-19 on survivors of color represents a call to action and social investment  
in survivors’ lives that cannot wait.

Structural Inequality and COVID-19 
A range of known socio-structural factors impact the observations in this study. Systemic racism  
and racialized poverty are socially produced structural determinants that shape health outcomes 
in infectious disease outbreaks. They also negatively influence outlooks for recovery from physical, 
economic, and emotional trauma produced by these outbreaks. Emerging evidence suggests that 
COVID-19 has amplified existing racial inequalities and gender disparities that disadvantage people  
of color and women unfairly in the U.S. (Chen, Waterman, & Krieger, 2020; Cowper et al., 2020; Hall  
et al., 2020; Malghan & Swaminathan, 2020). 



 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   6 

When we factor in educational advantages in generating household income, only 13% of those with 
four or more years of college education reported concerns in their ability to pay rent, versus 35% of 
those with less. The inequality gap in the ability to weather the economic challenges of public crises 
also carries over to gender. The National Women’s Law Center’s analysis of monthly jobs reports from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS; Ewing-Nelson, 2020) shows coronavirus-related job losses dispro-
portionately impact women. Yet the intersections of racism and economic inequality have impacted 
women of color the most during COVID-19. A June study from the Economic Policy Institute (Gould 
& Wilson, 2020) shows that Black women have had the largest job losses of any group (18.8% of Black 
women workers lost their jobs between February and April 2020), while Latinx women have the highest 
unemployment rate as of April 2020 (nearly 1 in 5 Latinx women are unemployed). 

While much remains unknown about COVID-19, health experts agree that “this pandemic has rein-
forced important truths: inequities related to social determinants of health are magnified during a 
crisis, and sheltering in place does not inflict equivalent hardship on all people” (Evans, Lindauer, & 
Farrell, 2020). Crowded housing, unemployment, low-wage work, barriers to healthcare access, and 
multigenerational household arrangements with elder individuals and younger asymptomatic individ-
uals have been reported as known or possible risk factors for the negative consequences of COVID-19. 
What is under-emphasized, however, is that these are socially produced disadvantages rather than 
solely the result of individual choices. Multigenerational housing alone is not a risk factor for negative 
outcomes in COVID-19 infection and recovery among wealthy white households. The ability to absorb 
and mitigate the negative impacts of a public health emergency depends largely on resources and 
access to resource-generating assets such as education, credit markets, and personal networks. It also 
depends on social investment in supporting the recovery of structurally vulnerable populations. Before 
the novel coronavirus emerged in late 2019, survivors were already among the most likely to be impacted 
by socio-structural burdens (Doyle, Durrence, & Passi, 2020). Looking at how the picture of COVID-19 
disease burden changes when we consider survivors is a key component of addressing the complex 
needs of individuals, families, and communities impacted by sexual and intimate partner violence 
during COVID-19 and its aftermath. 

Introducing Our Study
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STUDY
FINDINGS
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1 

Study Findings

Key Findings

Survivors of color are especially at risk of facing pronounced food 
and housing insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic

FOOD 
INSECURITY

83.9%

78.7%

76.8%

50.8%

24.8%

46.8%

57.4%

56.9%
HOUSING 
INSECURITY

BOTH FOOD  
AND HOUSING 
INSECURITY

HIGH  
ECONOMIC 
INSECURITY

Resource insecurities during COVID-19 among survivor essential workers

Essential workers of color White essential workers

8 OUT OF 10 8 OUT OF 10 NEARLY TWICE
AS MANY

ONLY 12.5%

5 OUT OF 10 6 OUT OF 10

essential workers 
of color are facing 

food insecurity 
compared to

essential workers 
of color are facing 
housing insecurity 

compared to

survivors of color 
experienced high 

economic insecurity 
during the pandemic 
compared to white 

survivors

 of women of color who 
are essential workers 
report experiencing 

neither food nor hous-
ing insecurity during 

COVID-19  (vs. 30.9% of 
white women essential 

workers) 
white essential 

workers
white essential 

workers
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$9,288
average

(max $400K)

$5,507
average

(max $80K)

$1,612
average

(max $20K)

2

3

Financial insecurity is greatest among Black and Brown  
women survivors

Survivors who lack financial resources during the COVID-19  
pandemic are at greater risk of returning to a harm-doer

4 Experiencing landlord sexual coercion is associated with a greater 
risk of food and housing insecurity

Study Findings

AVERAGE AMOUNT OF  
FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
AMONG SURVIVORS White women had  5.76x  the  

average amount of financial resources 
that Black and Brown women had

Women of color who are not Black 
or Brown had  3.42x  the average 
amount of financial resources that  

Black and Brown women had.*

Women survivors who reported  
likelihood of returning to an abusive 

partner had  fewer than half  
the financial resources on average than 
women who reported no likelihood of 

returning to an abusive partner

Black + Brown  
women

Women of  
Color (not  

Black/Brown)
White  

women

$3,734 $8,322vs

AVERAGE AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES AMONG SURVIVORS WHO

reported likelihood 
of returning to an 
abusive partner

reported no likelihood 
of returning to an 
abusive partner

Survivors who experienced landlord sexual coercion  
were by 38.7% more likely to experience food and  

housing insecurity than those who did not
38.7%
MORE RISK

* Please see our demographics on page 16 for a breakdown  
of survey respondents by race/ethnicity.
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5

6

Survivors of color are at greater risk than white survivors of  
halting their education during the COVID-19 pandemic. This is  
especially true for those who have experienced financial abuse.

Black and Brown women survivors are at the greatest risk of 
being unable to pay multiple bills due to the financial impacts 
of COVID-19 

Study Findings

A higher portion   

of Black and Brown women  
survivors of color who experienced 
financial abuse reported that their 

financial situation would likely 
cause them to stop or change  

their education, or other training 
programs when compared to  

the proportion of other women 
of color survivors and their white 

women counterparts. 

The proportion of Black and Brown 
women survivors who were unable  

to pay multiple bills due to COVID-19 
was  more than twice  

that of survivors who were white 
women or non-Black or Brown  

women of color. 

Survivors who experienced financial 
abuse and reported that their 
financial situation would likely 

cause them to stop or change their 
education / training programs

75%

38%

70%

15%

54%

16%

Black + Brown  
women

Black + Brown  
women

Women of  
Color (not  

Black/Brown)

Women of  
Color (not  

Black/Brown)

White  
women

White  
women

Survivors unable to pay 
multiple bills due to 
COVID-19



 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   11 

Study Findings

Qualitative Findings 

Participants shared a range of qualitative responses that depicted experiences of 
resource needs for survivors under COVID-19. Some recurring patterns include the 
following experiences:

•  Credit card bills
•  Car payment and repair bills 
•  Student loan, tuition, and educational 

materials
• Health, house, car, and life insurance 
• Groceries 
•  Moving expenses 
•  Legal fees 
•  Gas and electric
•  Counseling fees

• Child support payments
• Student loan debt relief
•  Job opportunities for safe work
• Access to critical and family therapy 
•  Car payment and transportation legal 

assistance 
•  Relief for undocumented and underdocu-

mented individuals and families 
•  Unemployment assistance due to sexual 

harassment
•  Hazard pay for essential workers
•  Health insurance and sick day pay 
•  Relief from 401k tax withdrawal penalty

Survivors reported the 
following resources to be 
of greatest importance: 

For financial liabilities 
of greatest concern due 
to past inability to pay 
or anticipated inability 
to pay:



 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   12 

Study Findings

“ I am about to be 
foreclosed on and 
be homeless.”

“ I have nowhere 
to go and no 
money to move.” 

“ I’m not 
sure what 
to do.”

“ The roof is caving in and my 
house is filled with mold but I 
have nowhere to go.”

Participants also had the 
opportunity to answer 
open-ended questions 
that paint a compelling 
picture of what economic 
hardships survivors are 
facing during COVID-19. 
These were some of their 
answers:
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METHODOLOGY
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Between June 23, 2020 and July 27, 
2020 the survey was distributed online 
through a link generated by Qualtrics, 
an online survey platform. The link 
was available on the ‘me too.’ official 
website (metoomvmt.org) and was 
distributed via social media platforms, 
e.g., Twitter. A total of 737 individuals 
consented to participate in the study. 
All participants were 18 years or older. 

Methodology

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS:

SPSS version 23 and Excel were 
used to code for variables of 

interest (IBM Corp, nd; Microsoft 
Corporation). Final analyses were 

performed on SPSS version 23. 

QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS: 

Final analyses were performed 
using an intersectional frame-
work for public health research 
(McGibbon & McPherson, 2011).

https://metoomvmt.org/
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DEMOGRAPHICS
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Demographics

GENDER

Women 93.2% 

Men 2.3% 

Transgender  1.1%

Cisgender 10.8%

Genderqueer/genderfluid 1.8%

Nonbinary 2.9%

I prefer to self-describe  1.5%

I prefer not to answer 0.6%

ETHNICITY/RACE

Alaskan Native/ 
Native American  4% 

Asian 4% 

Black/ African Descent 13.2% 

Brown Latinx 3.3% 

Hispanic 9.6% 

Middle Eastern 1.7% 

Native Hawaiian or  
Pacific Islander 0.5% 

White 62.7% 

I prefer to self-describe 6.4% 

Prefer not to answer 2.3% 

RESIDE IN THE UNITED STATES

Yes  87.1% 

No  12.0% 

Prefer not to answer  0.8% 

Missing 0.2% 

AGE 

18-24  17.5% 

25-29  12.9% 

30-39  22.1% 

40-49  19.5% 

50-59  16.3% 

60-64  6.1% 

65+  5.6% 

ESSENTIAL WORKER STATUS

Yes  29.1 % 

No  67.1 % 

Did not know  2.7% 

Prefer not to answer  0.9% 

Missing 0.2%

Demographics presented below represent the 657 surveys from survivors only.  
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MOVING 
FORWARD
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Predictive Value of Findings
One thing we know about disasters is that they not only exacerbate the impacts of structural 
inequalities, they entrench them. They also remove many of the safety nets available and limit the exit 
strategies out of situations produced by interlocking structural oppressions. The value of education as 
a possible pathway of economic mobility, for instance, is well-established. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has disrupted educational opportunities across populations, but the effects on education for women 
of color survivors has been especially pronounced. A full three quarters of Black and Brown women 
survivors who had experienced financial abuse reported that the financial effects of the pandemic 
were likely to cause them to stop or change their education or other training programs. The pandemic 
is acting as a conduit for the harms of structural oppression. It is amplifying and exacerbating the 
material harms caused to women of color by the intersection of patriarchy and racialized capital-
ism. And it is removing and blocking many of the already very limited ways of escaping the racial, 
economic, and gender-based harms that are available to those made most vulnerable by systems of 
exploitation and abuse. Decades of gains in trauma-informed responses to gender-based violence 
are being slowly but surely rolled back and will continue to be obliterated if we don’t act now.

What does it mean to talk about the cost of inaction? 

Systems of oppression are not just patterns of inequality—they are stable, resilient, self-correcting 
structures that manifest harmful material consequences for the most vulnerable across our social 
institutions. And the pandemic is currently strengthening and shoring up the systems of oppression 
that structurally produce these harms predictably and reliably for particular populations. Given what 
we know about how structures of oppression work, we can only expect these harmful outcomes to be 
reproduced and magnified for decades to come. The need for strategies of material harm reduction 
and financial resource transfers has never been greater and the stakes have never been higher. Failure 
to invest in Black and Brown women and girl’s futures is problematic in unique ways that elicit known 
and preventable harms. We need action plans that move our society forward in producing real commit-
ments to the economic freedom and holistic well-being of survivors of IPV and SV. 

Moving Forward
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Action Plan
Our calls for healing and change are highlighted in 7 key actions:

Action 1: Change the federal definition of domestic violence to include  
economic abuse
Call on the new administration and the Department of Justice’s Office on Violence Against Women to 
reinstitute the expansive, Obama-era definition of Domestic Violence to include non-physical violence 
and behaviors that encompass emotional, psychological, and economic abuse. 

Action 2: Address economic abuse in Violence Against Women  
Act (VAWA)
While 99% of survivors of IPV experience economic abuse, VAWA has never acknowledged or 
addressed it as a form of IPV. We must call on the next administration and Congress to amend  
VAWA to address economic abuse by: 

•  Expanding VAWA’s definition of IPV to explicitly include economic abuse

•  Reforming funding structure away from a law enforcement framework and towards capacity  
building for survivors. Divesting funding from law enforcement responses and reinvesting in pro-
grams and initiatives that help survivors build financial security includes: 

-  Funding economic security programs for survivors including those that create jobs for survivors, 
offer credit and debt relief, and innovate to meet and support survivors in their individual 
circumstances 

-  Funding direct unrestricted cash assistance programs for survivors

-  Removing funding restrictions on Legal Assistance for Victim grants which prevent attorneys  
from offering survivors pro bono legal representation in tort claims

-  Requiring that all VAWA grants include enough funding to pay service providers a living wage

Moving Forward

1 
Change 
the federal 
definition 
of domestic 
violence 
to include 
economic 
abuse

2 
Address  
economic 
abuse in 
Violence 
Against 
Women Act 
(VAWA)

3 
Create  
paid and 
protected 
leave for 
survivors 

4 
Provide 
effective 
relief for 
coerced and 
fraudulent 
debt 

5 
Pass the 
Survivor 
Safety 
Banking  
Act 

6 
Identify 
and fund 
resource 
structures 
for survivors 
that remove 
information 
barriers 

7 
Build 
capacity by 
supporting 
survivor-led 
initiatives to 
end sexual 
violence 
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Action 3: Create paid and protected leave for survivors 

Up to 60% of survivors lose their job as a result of IPV, and 77% of survivors report that their  
harm-doer has interfered with their employment. This means that in addition to finding survivors 
jobs, we must also support survivors in keeping their jobs once they are employed. However, no  
laws require that employers are trained in IPV or economic abuse, and there are no federal  
protections providing survivors with much-needed paid and protected leave from work to deal 
with any number of urgent matters relating to IPV. We must call on the next administration and 
Congress to create paid and protected leave for survivors by amending the Family Medical Leave 
Act in the following ways: 

•  Expand eligible grounds for leave to explicitly include IPV, human trafficking, sexual assault, and 
stalking

•  Require covered employers to provide at least 10 days of paid and protected leave to deal with the 
consequences of abuse that does not deplete accrued sick or vacation days

•  Prohibit discrimination and retaliation against employees based on their status as a survivor or their 
use of the leave

•  As called for in the Survivors’ Agenda, Expand Family and Medical Leave Act coverage to include 
paid safe days for all survivors of sexual violence, regardless of duration of employment and size of 
the employer.

Action 4: Provide effective relief for coerced and fraudulent debt 

52% of survivors experience coerced and fraudulent debt averaging $15,936 a year, with 46%  
reporting resulting credit damage and another 14% reporting that they were unsure about the state 
of their credit because they have not checked their credit score. In order to build the financial security 
they need to stay safe, survivors need access to effective relief for IPV-related debt and the high costs 
of SV survivorship. However, current federal law as well as the policies and practices of credit report-
ing agencies, credit card companies, and other creditors, are designed to deal with fraud by strangers 
-- not intimate partners. We must call on the next administration and Congress to provide survivors 
with effective relief for coerced and fraudulent debt by: 

•  Amending the Fair Credit Reporting Act and Fair Credit Transactions Act, by:

- Expanding the definition of identity theft to include IPV-related coerced and fraudulent debt

-  Explicitly removing police report requirements to access relief offered under the Acts and 
replacing such requirements with alternative certifications that survivors can access and produce 
outside of interacting with law enforcement or the courts

-  Requiring that credit reporting agency staff is trained in IPV and economic abuse and creates 
written protocols for dealing with IPV-related coerced or fraudulent debt

-  Creating an Economic Abuse Fraud Alert

•  Expanding the Equal Credit Opportunity Act to prohibit discrimination by creditors on the basis of 
someone’s status as a survivor of IPV, including economic abuse

Moving Forward

https://live-survivorsagendaorg.pantheonsite.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-19_SurvAgenda_English-1.pdf
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Action 5: Pass the Survivor Safety Banking Act 
Only 21% of survivors report having access to a safe and protected bank account because harm- 
doers are actively monitoring and at times even depleting survivors’ online accounts. Without access 
to secure and protected bank accounts, survivors are trapped in abusive situations as they try to save 
the money by (for example) hiding cash around their home. We must call on the next administration 
and Congress to protect survivors when they bank by passing the Survivor Safety Banking Act  
(modeled after the Senior Safe Act). This Act would require financial institutions to:

•  Train management and staff in how to detect, prevent, and respond to economic abuse 

•  Report suspected cases of economic abuse to federal authorities in order to collect and publish data

•  Designate internal teams to handle survivor accounts

•  Implement enhanced fraud protections

•  Allow survivors to open accounts with ID and address alternatives

The Survivor Safety Banking Act would also provide financial institutions with immunity from  
regulatory enforcement and private causes of action related to the requirements. 

Action 6: Identify and fund resource structures for survivors that  
remove information barriers which negatively impact the ability to  
heal from violence. 
Survivors face many kinds of structural obstacles when recovering from SV and IPV. One socially- 
produced obstacle is the damaging public narratives that exist about alleged metrics for survivor’s 
credibility (such as the length of time it took to report, or whether a report was initiated and to whom). 
These impose undue restrictions on survivors and lack a powerful counter narrative that is accessible, 
resource-driven, and informed by survivors’ own experiences. We need paradigm shifts in cultural 
conversations about SV and IPV that undo the damage caused by the structural harms outlined 
in this study. Funding survivor-led research initiatives like this one, developing accessible terminology 
and resources for healing like the ‘me too.’ glossary and healing guides, can all help offer a shared, 
survivor-centric approach that promotes healing from violence, especially among underserved and 
marginalized populations who are disproportionately impacted by violence. 

Funding research is critical to understanding the scope of survivors’ needs and allows us to follow the 
direction that the data provide. 

As this report outlines, survivors need tangible resources to obtain enough independence from the 
person causing them harm to be able to begin their journey of healing and recovery. Resource funding 
needs include (but not limited to) the following priorities: 

Safe and affordable housing

In October 2020, the Support Allowing Volume Exception (SAVE) for Federally-Assisted Housing Act 
was introduced to combat some of the economic impact of COVID-19. Though this act is not specific 
to survivors, focusing on improving access to affordable housing will ultimately be helpful for survivors. 
Extending and focusing this type of protection and accessibility for survivors beyond COVID-19 will 
foster survivors’ capacity for gaining independence from harm-doers. Increasing housing stability 

Moving Forward

https://katherineclark.house.gov/2020/10/clark-introduces-bipartisan-save-federally-assisted-housing-act-at-event-with-cambridge-housing-authority-local-leaders%23%253A~%253Atext%253DOCTOBER%25206%252C%25202020%252C%2520Cambridge%252C%252Cunits%2520by%2520freeing%2520up%2520the
https://katherineclark.house.gov/2020/10/clark-introduces-bipartisan-save-federally-assisted-housing-act-at-event-with-cambridge-housing-authority-local-leaders%23%253A~%253Atext%253DOCTOBER%25206%252C%25202020%252C%2520Cambridge%252C%252Cunits%2520by%2520freeing%2520up%2520the
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and safety for survivors is known to increase self-efficacy, higher safety-related empowerment, and 
decreased depressive symptoms (Sullivan, Goodman, Virden, Strom, & Ramirez, 2018).

Food security

As FreeFrom’s research has shown, when survivors are given unrestricted cash, many spend their grant 
money primarily on food. We need to trust that survivors can and will prioritize their own needs when 
given financial support and not continue to give them restrictions of how to spend cash assistance.

Childcare support

Passing the Child Care is Infrastructure Act (H.R. 7201) is another resource funding priority for 
removing structural barriers to survivors’ healing. The act establishes grants for childcare facilities 
and higher education loan repayment and creates scholarship programs for childcare educators. 
Providing family support to survivors is an opportunity that will allow survivors to continue their 
journey of economic independence by supporting a schedule required for maintaining a job.

Action 7: Resource and support survivor-led initiatives to end  
sexual violence
Interrupting the powerful intersection between sexual violence and racial violence requires  
multi-level strategies and tactics that build systems change in various ways, including policy change 
and institutional reform. Individuals from all social sectors can each participate in supporting survivor- 
led initiatives like the Act Too platform, safety fund initiatives, and the Survivors’ Agenda, a new 
international collective for sexual assault survivors that is designed to build coalition and engagement 
through virtual town halls, kitchen table conversations, and deep listening to surivors. Supporting 
survivor-led initiatives to determine specific policy changes is critical to a just system of change that is 
truly inclusive, better supports the needs of survivors, and works to end systemic sexual violence in the 
U.S. and throughout the world. 

As laid out in the Survivors’ Agenda: 

•  All health insurance policies to fully cover mental health services without co-pay, including a range 
of trauma-informed therapies, community healing services, substance abuse treatment, and harm 
reduction services, and culturally-competent and identity-affirming services and healers.

•  Expand and allow federal funds to be disseminated as direct cash transfers for mental health, 
medical, holistic, and other healing services.

•  Fund the federal Sexual Assault Services Program at $200 million, a transformative increase from 
the current appropriation of $38 million to allow a greater number of survivors to access federal-
ly-funded rape crisis centers, and expand the services provided by those programs.

•  Provide targeted funding for culturally specific community-based organizations primarily focused 
on enhancing access to services and well-being for survivors from communities of color, immigrant 
communities, and other underserved communities.

There is something that all of us can do, and it starts with centering the voices and material conditions  
of those who have experienced the greatest harm. We need administration and elected officials at both 
the local and federal levels who will prioritize a remedy to the pandemic and an adequate response to 
the main source of societal ills that keep us from moving forward and seeing real progress. 

Moving Forward

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7201?s=1&r=7
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COVID-19: Abbreviation for “coronavirus disease 
2019”. In COVID-19, ‘CO’ stands for ‘corona,’ ‘VI’ 
for ‘virus,’ and ‘D’ for disease. It is a new disease 
caused by a novel coronavirus that has not 
previously been seen in humans and spread 
rapidly throughout the globe in the first quarter 
of 2020, thus gaining pandemic status by the 
World Health Organization in March 2020. (CDC, 
2020) 
 
Domestic Violence: A pattern of assaultive and 
coercive behaviors (including physical, sexual, 
and psychological attacks, as well as economic 
coercion) in which an individual establishes and 
maintains power and control over another with 
whom they have an intimate, romantic, marital, 
or family relationship.
 
Economic Abuse: The act of controlling a per-
son’s ability to use, access, or acquire financial 
resources, or pressuring a person to take on debt.
 
Economic Insecurity: The material, mental,  
and social hardships experienced as a result  
of exposure to adverse economic events, or  
by the anticipation of the difficulty to recover 
from them.
 
Essential Worker: Someone who performs  
services that are vital to the health and welfare 
of a population such as healthcare, public safety, 
food industry, custodial work, and transportation.
 
Financial Abuse: The act of controlling some-
one’s ability to use, access, or acquire financial 
resources such as cash, credit, or savings, or to 
pressure someone into incurring debt.
 
Food Insecurity: A household-level economic and 
social condition of limited or uncertain access to 
adequate food, including access to nutrient-rich 
food. (USDA)
 

Gender: The socially constructed characteristics 
of individuals (such as women, men, boys, and 
girls) that ascribe normative roles, behaviors, and 
social expectations throughout an individual’s life, 
but which are not fixed, immutable, or reducible 
to biological categories or genetic determinants.

Gender Identity: An individual’s own sense of 
their gender, whether they identify with the 
gender they were assigned at birth, another 
gender or no gender.

Gender Non-Conforming: Refers to practices of 
gender expression that do not align with norma-
tive expectations for demonstrations of gender  
as strictly binary under heteropatriarchy.

Healing: The process of restoring wellness beyond 
physiological processes related to curing in medi-
cine. In trauma-informed practice it is associated 
with themes of wholeness, identity, and narrative 
that support the holistic recovery of survivors 
of violence, including for secondary survivors 
and the wider net of community relationships 
affected by violence.

Heteropatriarchy: A system of oppression that 
positions heterosexuality and cisgender gender 
identity as normative while enforcing a gender 
binary. It is a structural mechanism of settler 
colonial white supremacy that has been used to 
facilitate Indigenous land dispossession as well as 
racial oppression. 

Housing Insecurity: An umbrella term for the 
many obstacles people face in obtaining safe 
and reliable housing, including concerns about 
affordability, loss of housing for oneself and/or 
one’s dependents, quality, or discrimination in 
redlining and mortgage discrimination.
 
Intersectionality: A framework created by Black 
women and developed by women of color for 
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thinking about the ways structures of oppression 
produce harm for marginalized populations and 
complex identities, including the non-accidental 
ways structures of oppression overlap, co-create, 
and mutually reinforce one another to produce 
harm. 

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV): A form of inter-
personal violence. Interpersonal violence refers to 
violence between individuals and is subdivided 
into family and intimate partner violence and 
community violence. The former category includes 
child maltreatment; intimate partner violence 
(IPV); and elder abuse, while the latter is broken 
down into acquaintance and stranger violence 
and includes youth violence; assault by strangers; 
violence related to property crimes; and violence 
in workplaces and other institutions. IPV often 
co-occurs and overlaps with youth violence, elder 
violence, as well as sexual violence. (World Health 
Organization)

Life chances: A term used in public health 
research and the social sciences to refer to 
the range of opportunities individuals have to 
improve or maintain their quality of life, and to 
theorize the disparities that exist among different 
populations for accessing these opportunities. 

Life course: A term used in public health  
research and the social sciences to refer to  
the entirety of a person’s life context, including 
the entirety of developmental stages that begin 
at birth and the social, structural, and cultural 
contexts that determine a person’s situation 
through these stages.

Misogynoir: The specific forms of anti-Black 
racialized misogyny that Black women face 
under white supremacist capitalist heteropatriar-
chy. The concept was introduced by Moya Bailey 
and further developed by Trudy on her blog 
gradientlair.com. 

Patriarchy: A society organized through male 
lineage and inheritance structures that privileges 

men and produces social obstacles and disad-
vantages that reinforce male privilege   

Racial Capitalism: The intersection between race 
and capitalism. It describes the specific mech-
anisms, variables, and processes that produce 
economic value and wealth for white populations 
through the exploitation of peoples racialized as 
non-white through colonial categories of race 
and the social enforcement of those categories. 

Resource: A tangible good or monetary asset 
that facilitates effective functioning in society 
through access to income, savings, credit, and 
other financial instruments.  

Secondary Survivor: A person who is close to 
a survivor, such as a family member or friend, 
who may experience trauma or share in some 
of the side effects survivors of IPV and SV may 
experience. 

Sexual Assault: Any sexual act which is unwanted, 
obtained through coercion, or for which consent 
is not given. 

Sexual Coercion: Any practices relying on manip-
ulation, gaslighting, emotional abuse, implied 
threats of harm or loss, and/or use of physical 
force in order to pressure someone to engage in 
or accept sexual acts or diminish resistance to 
them. 

Sexual Harassment: A form of sex discrimination 
that occurs as a result of unwelcome sexual 
advances, requests for sexual favors, or other 
verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature 
that in any way affects an individual’s ability to 
perform their job. It violates Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. (EEOC) 

Sexual Violence: Any sexual act, attempt to 
obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual comments 
or advances, or acts to traffic, or otherwise 
directed, against a person’s sexuality using 
coercion, by any person regardless of their 
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relationship to the victim, in any setting, including 
but not limited to home and work. (World Health 
Organization)

Slow Violence: A form of administrative violence 
that describes how institutions use administrative 
systems to enact harm and produce barriers to 
equity for different populations under the guise 
of neutral administrative procedures. 

Structural burden: The intersection between 
structural oppression and population burdens in 
public health research. It describes the impact 
of overlapping structures of oppression such as 
systemic racism and sexual violence on popu-
lations through metrics such as loss of health  
from disease, lower quality of life years, financial 
costs, or risk factors for worse outcomes in public 
health emergencies.

Survivor: Someone who has experienced  
non-lethal sexual violence or intimate partner 
violence in any form and for any duration of time 
during any stage of their life. 

Systems of Oppression: Interdependent sets of 
political, economic, and social practices, norms, 
and institutions that subordinate, harm, and 
exploit historically marginalized groups for the 
material benefit of dominant groups. Examples 
include white supremacy, heteropatriarchy, 
cis-supremacy, and ableism.

Title IX: ‘Title nine’ is a federal civil rights 
law passed in 1972 as part of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 that makes it illegal to 
discriminate against a person on the basis of  
sex in any activity funded by the federal 
government.

Appendix



 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   27 

Adams, A. (2011). Measuring the effects of domestic violence 
on women’s financial well-being. The Center for Financial 
Security, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Adams, A. E., & Beeble, M. L. (2019). Intimate partner vio-
lence and psychological well-being: Examining the effect 
of economic abuse on women’s quality of life. Psychology 
of Violence, 9(5), 517-525. https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000l74

Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., & Javorka, M. (2019). The 
frequency, nature and effects of coerced debt among 
a national sample of women seeking help for intimate 
partner violence. Violence Against Women, 26(11), 1324-1342. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801219841445

Adams, A. E., Sullivan, C. M., Bybee, D., & Greeson, M. R. 
(2008). Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse. 
Violence Against Women, 14(5), 563-588. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1077801208315529

Anderson, D., & Saunders, D. G. (2003). Leaving an 
abusive partner: An empirical review of predictors, 
the process of leaving, and psychological well-being. 
Trauma, Violence, and Abuse, 4(2), 163-191. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1524838002250769

Anderson, S. A. (1990). Core indicators of nutritional 
state for difficult-to-sample populations. The Journal of 
Nutrition, 120(11), 1555-1600. https://doi.org/10.1093/jn/120.
suppl_ll.1555

Arnett, J. J. (2014). Emerging adulthood: The wind-
ing road from the late teens twenties (2nd ed.). 
Oxford University Press. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/
oxfordhb/9780199795574.013.9

Arnett, J. J., Zukauskiene, R., & Sugimura, K. (2014). The 
new life stage of emerging adulthood at ages 18-29 years: 
Implications for mental health. The Lancet Psychiatry, 1(7), 
569-576. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215- 0366(14)00080-7

Barrios, Y. V., Gelaye, B., Zhong, Q., Nicolaid is, C., Rondon, 
M. B., Garcia, P. J., Sanchez, P.A., Sanchez, S. E., & Williams, 
M.A. (2015). Association of childhood physical and sexual 
abuse with intimate partner violence, poor general health 
and depressive symptoms among pregnant women. 
PloS one, 10(1), e0116609. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pone.0116609

Beckfield, J. (2004). Does income inequality harm 
health? New cross-national evidence. Journal of 
Health and Social Behavior, 45(3), 231-248. https://doi.
org/10.1177/002214650404500301

Beckfield, J., & Krieger, N. (2009). Epi+ demos+ cracy: 
linking political systems and priorities to the magnitude  

of health inequities-evidence,gaps, and a research 
agenda. Epidemiologic reviews, 31(1), 152-177. https://doi.
org/10.1093/epirev/mxp002

Bonomi, A. E., Trabert, B., Anderson, M. L., Kernic, 
M.A., & Holt, V. L. (2014). Intimate partner violence 
and neighborhood income: A longitudinal analysis. 
Violence Against Women, 20(1), 42-58. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1077801213520580

Boserup, B., McKenney, M., & Elkbuli, A. (2020). Alarming 
trends in US domestic violence during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. American Journal of Emergency Medicine. Advance on 
line publication. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077

Bossert, W., & D’Ambrosia, C. (2013). Measuring economic 
insecurity. International Economic Review, 54(3), 1017- 1030. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/iere.12026

Bovin, M. J., Wolf, E. J., & Resick, P.A. (2017). Longitudinal 
associations between posttraumatic stress disorder 
severity and personality disorder features among female 
rape survivors. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 8, 6. https://doi.
org/10.3389/fpsyt.2017.00006

Bowleg, L. (2008). When Black+ lesbian+ woman -:t. 
Black lesbian woman: The methodological challenges of  
qualitative and quantitative intersectionality research. Sex 
Roles, 59, 312-325. https://doi.org/10.1007/slll99-008-9400-z

Bows, H. (2018). Sexual violence against older people: A 
review of the empirical literature. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 
19(5), 567-583. https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838016683455

Bradbury-Jones, C., & Isham, L. (2020). The pandemic 
paradox: The consequences of COVID-19 on domestic 
violence. Journal of Clinical Nursing, 29, 2047-2049. https://
doi.org/10.1111/jocn.15296

Breiding, M. J., Basile, K. C., Klevens, J., & Smith, S. 
G. (2017). Economic insecurity and intimate partner 
and sexual violence victimization. American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine, 53(4), 457-464. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
amepre.2017.03.021

Buttell, F., & Ferreira, R. J. (2020). The hidden disaster of 
COVID-19: Intimate partner violence. Psychological Trauma: 
Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy, 12(Sl), S197-S198. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/tra0000646

Campbell, A. M. (2020). An increasing risk of family 
violence during the Covid-19 pandemic: Strengthening 
community collaborations to save lives. Forensic Science 
International: Reports, 2, 100089. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
fsir.2020.100089

Appendix

References

https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000l74
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801219841445
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801208315529
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801208315529
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838002250769
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838002250769
https://doi.org/10.1093/jn/120.suppl_ll.1555
https://doi.org/10.1093/jn/120.suppl_ll.1555
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199795574.013.9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199795574.013.9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199795574.013.9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215- 0366(14)00080-7
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0116609
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0116609
https://doi.org/10.1177/002214650404500301
https://doi.org/10.1177/002214650404500301
https://doi.org/10.1093/epirev/mxp002
https://doi.org/10.1093/epirev/mxp002
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801213520580
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801213520580
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077
https://doi.org/10.1111/iere.12026
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2017.00006
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2017.00006
https://doi.org/10.1007/slll99-008-9400-z
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838016683455
https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.15296 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.15296 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2017.03.021 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2017.03.021 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/tra0000646
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/tra0000646
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsir.2020.100089 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsir.2020.100089 


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   28 

Cange, C. W., & McGaw-Cesaire, J. (2020). Long-term 
public health responses in high-impact weather events: 
Hurricane Maria and Puerto Rico as a case study. Disaster 
Medicine and Public Health Preparedness, 14(1), 18-22. https://
doi.org/10.1017/dmp.2019.82

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020, 
October 28). United States COV/0-19 Cases and Deaths by 
State. https://covid.cdc.gov /covid-data-tracker/#cases 
casesinlast7days

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020, 
September 1). About COV/0-19. https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/about-COVID-19.html

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020, August 
18). COV/0-19 Hospitalization and Death by Race/Ethnicity. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/
investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race  
ethnicity.html

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020, 
July 24). Health Equity Considerations and Racial and 
Ethnic Minority Groups. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavi-
rus/2019-ncov /community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.
htm1

Chen, J. T., Waterman, P. D., & Krieger, N. (2020, May). 
COVID-19 and the unequal surge in mortality rates in 
Massachusetts, by city/town and ZIP Code measures of 
poverty, household crowding, race/ethnicity, and racialized 
economic segregation. (The Harvard Center for Population 
and Development Studies Working Papers No. 2).  
https://tinyurl.com/y7qzot3I

Cho, S., Crenshaw, K., & McCall, L. (2013). Toward a field of 
intersectionality studies: Theory, applications, and praxis.
Signs, 38(4), 785-810. https://doi.org/10.1086/669608

Cobas, J. A., Duany, J., & Feagin, J. R. (2015). How the  
United States racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its 
consequences. Routledge.

Cole, E. R. (2009). lntersectionality and research in 
psychology. American Psychologist, 64(3), 170-180.  
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0014564

Collins, P. H., & Bilge, S. (2016). lntersectionality. Polity Press.

Collins, P.H. (2019). lntersectionality as Critical Social Theory. 
Duke University Press.

Coupland, R. (2007). Security, insecurity and health. 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 85(3), 181-184. 
https://doi.org/10.2471/blt.06.037135

Cowger, T. L., Davis, B. A., Etkins, 0. S., Makofane, K., 
Lawrence, J. A., Bassett, M. T., & Krieger, N. (2020). 
Comparison of weighted and unweighted population 

data to assess inequities in Coronavirus Disease 2019 
deaths by race/ethnicity reported by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. JAMA network 
open, 3(7), e2016933-e2016933. https://doi.org/10.1001/
jamanetworkopen.2020.16933

Crenshaw, K. (1991). Mapping the margins: lntersectional-
ity, identity politics, and violence against women of color.
Stanford Law Review, 43(6), 1241-1299. doi:10.2307/1229039

Cross, C. J., Nguyen, A. W., Chatters, L. M., & Taylor, R. J. 
(2018). Instrumental social support exchanges in African 
American extended families. Journal of Family Issues, 39(13), 
3535-3563. https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513Xl8783805

Cuevas, A.G., Ong, A. D., Carvalho, K., Ho, T., Chan, S. W., 
Allen, J. D., Chen, R., Rodgers, J., Biba, U., & Williams, D. 
R. (2020). Discrimination and systemic inflammation: A 
critical review and synthesis. Brain, Behavior, and Immunity, 
89, 465-479. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2020.07.0l7

Dhamoon, R. K. (2011). Considerations on mainstreaming 
intersectionality. Political Research Quarterly, 64(1), 230-243. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912910379227

Doyle, K., Durrence, A., & Passi, S. (2020). Survivors know 
best: How to disrupt intimate partner violence during COV/0-
19 and beyond. FreeFrom. https://www.freefrom.org/s/
Survivors-Know-Best-Report.pdf

Draucker, C. B., Martsolf, D.S., Ross, R., Cook, C. B., 
Stidham, A. W., & Mweemba, P. (2009). The essence of 
healing from sexual violence: a qualitative metasynthesis.
Research in Nursing & Health, 32(4), 366-378. https://doi.
org/10.1002/nur.20333

Egnew, T. R. (2005). The meaning of healing: Transcending 
suffering. Annals of Family Medicine, 3(3), 255-262. https://
doi.org/10.1370/afm.313

Enarson, E. (1999). Violence against women in disasters: A 
study of domestic violence programs in the United States 
and Canada. Violence Against Women, 5(7), 742-768. https://
doi.org/10.1177/10778019922181464

Evans, M. L., Lindauer, M., & Farrell, M. E. (2020). A 
pandemic within a pandemic - intimate partner violence 
during covid-19. The New England Journal of Medicine. 
https://10.1056/NEJMp2024046

Ewing-Nelson, C. (2020). Four Times More Women Than 
Men Dropped Out of the Labor Force in September. National 
Women’s Law Center. https://nwlc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fsl.pdf

Fedina, L., Bright, C. L., Campbell, R., Rosay, A. B., & 
Edmondson Smith, M. (2019). Experiences of sexual 
assault, economic insecurity, and health in an ethnically 
diverse sample of women. Psychology of Violence, 10(4), 
355-366. https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000272

Appendix

https://doi.org/10.1017/dmp.2019.82 
https://doi.org/10.1017/dmp.2019.82 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/%23cases_casesinlast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/%23cases_casesinlast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/about-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/about-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://tinyurl.com/y7qzot3l
https://tinyurl.com/y7qzot3l
https://doi.org/10.1086/669608
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0014564 
https://doi.org/10.2471/blt.06.037135
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.16933 
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.16933 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513Xl8783805
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2020.07.0l7
https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912910379227
https://www.freefrom.org/s/Survivors-Know-Best-Report.pdf
https://www.freefrom.org/s/Survivors-Know-Best-Report.pdf
https://www.freefrom.org/s/Survivors-Know-Best-Report.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/nur.20333 
https://doi.org/10.1002/nur.20333 
https://doi.org/10.1370/afm.313 
https://doi.org/10.1370/afm.313 
https://doi.org/10.1177/10778019922181464 
https://doi.org/10.1177/10778019922181464 
https://10.1056/NEJMp2024046
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/september-jobs-fs1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000272


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   29 

French, B. H., Lewis, J. A., Mosely, D., Adames, H. Y., 
Chaves-Duenas, N. Y., Chen, G. A., & Neville, H. A. (2019). 
Toward a psychological framework of radical healing in 
Communities of Color. The Counseling Psychologist, 48(1), 
14-46. https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000019843506

Gama, E. (2015). Health insecurity and social protection: 
Pathways, gaps, and their implications on health out-
comes and poverty. International Journal of Health Policy 
and Management, 5(3), 183-187. https://doi.org/10.15171/
ijhpm.2015.203

Gamu, J. K., & Dauvergne, P. (2018). The slow violence of 
corporate social responsibility: The case of mining in Peru. 
Third World Quarterly, 39(5), 959-975. https://doi.org/10.1080
/01436597.2018.1432349

Gearhart, S., Perez-Patron, M., Hammond, T. A., Goldberg, 
D. W., Klein, A., & Horney, J. A. (2018). The impact of natu-
ral disasters on domestic violence: An analysis of reports 
of simple assault in Florida (1999-2007). Violence and 
Gender, 5(2), 87-92. https://doi.org/10.1089/vio.2017.0077

Gkiouleka, A., Huijts, T., Beckfield, J., & Bambra, C. (2018). 
Understanding the micro and macro politics of health: 
Inequalities, intersectionality & institutions-A research 
agenda. Social Science & Medicine, 200, 92-98. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.01.025

Goodman, L.A., Smyth, K. F., Borges, A. M., & Singer, R. 
(2009). When crises collide: How intimate partner violence 
and poverty intersect to shape women’s mental health 
and coping?. Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 10(4), 306-329. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838009339754

Gould, E., & Wilson, V. (2020). Black workers face two of 
the most lethal preexisting conditions for coronavirus- 
racism and economic inequality. Economic Policy Institute. 
https://www.epi.org/publication/black-workers-covid/

Grzanka, P., Gonzalez, K., & Spanierman, L. (2019). White 
supremacy and counseling psychology: A critical-concep-
tual framework. The Counseling Psychologist, 47(4) 478-529. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000019880843

Hailes, H.P., Yu, R., Danese, A., & Faze[, S. (2019). Long-term 
outcomes of childhood sexual abuse: An umbrella review.
The Lancet Psychiatry, 6(10), 830-839. https://doi.
org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30286-X

Hall, K. S., Samari, G., Garbers, S., Casey, S. E., Diallo, 
D. D., Orcutt, M., Moresky, R. T., Martinez, M. E., & 
McGovern, T. (2020). Centring sexual and reproductive 
health and justice in the global COVID-19 response. 
The Lancet, 395(10231), 1175-1177. https://doi.org/10.1016/
S0140-6736(20)30801-1

Hancock, A. (2007). lntersectionality as a normative  
and empirical paradigm. Politics & Gender, 3(2), 248-254. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/Sl 743923X07000062

Heaton, P. (2010). Hidden in plain sight: What cost-of-
crime research can tell us about investing in police. RAND 
Corporation. 

Hess, C. & Del Rosario, A. (2018). Dreams deferred: A 
survey on the impact of intimate partner violence on  
survivors’ education, careers, and economic security. 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research. https://iwpr.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475 IWPR-Report- 
Dreams-Deferred.pdf

Hox, J. J., & Bechger, T. M. (1998). An introduction to 
structural equation modeling. Family Science Review, 11, 
354-372. IBM Corp. Released 2015. IBM SPSS Statistics for 
Windows, Version 23.0. Armonk, NY: IBM Corp.

King, W. M., Restar, A., & Operario, D. (2019). Exploring 
multiple forms of intimate partner violence in a gender 
and racially/ethnically diverse sample of transgender 
adults. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0886260519876024

Kline, R. B. (2005). Principles and practice of structural 
equation modeling (2nd ed.). Guilford.

Krause, K. H., Woofter, R., Haardorfer, R., Windle, M., Sales, 
J.M., & Yount, K. M. (2019). Measuring campus sexual 
assault and culture: A systematic review of campus cli-
mate surveys. Psychology of Violence, 9(6), 611-622. https://
doi.org/10.1037/vio0000209

Krieger, N. (2020). Measures of racism, sexism, hetero-
sexism, and gender binarism for health equity research: 
From structural injustice to embodied harm-An ecosocial 
analysis. Annual Review of Public Health, 41, 37-62. https://
doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094017

Krug, E.G., Dahlberg, L. L., Mercy, J. A., Zwi, A. B., & 
Lozano, R. (2002). World report on violence and health. World 
Health Organization. https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/
handle/10665/42495/9241545615 eng.pdf;jsessionid=-
7CA2412DC54291D3F9 F9DC6C1E0ACCE5?sequence=l

Lee, J. Y., & Bame, S. I. (2020). Historical baseline case 
study of unmet shelter and housing disaster needs 
throughout Texas: the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita in Texas, 2005. Housing and Society, 1-18.

Li, Q., Kirby, R. S., Sigler, R. T., Hwang, S.S., Lagory, M. 
E., & Goldenberg, R. L. (2010). A multilevel analysis of 
individual, household, and neighborhood correlates of 
intimate partner violence among low-income pregnant 
women in Jefferson county, Alabama. American Journal 
of Public Health, 100(3), 531-539. https://doi.org/10.2105/
AJPH.2008.151159

Lisak, D., & Miller, P. (2002). Repeat rape and multiple 
offending among undetected rapists. Violence and Victims, 
17(1), 73- 84. https://doi.org/10.1891/vivi.17.1.73.33638

Appendix

https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000019843506
https://doi.org/10.15171/ijhpm.2015.203 
https://doi.org/10.15171/ijhpm.2015.203 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1432349 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1432349 
https://doi.org/10.1089/vio.2017.0077
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.01.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.01.025
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838009339754
https://www.epi.org/publication/black-workers-covid/
https://www.epi.org/publication/black-workers-covid/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000019880843
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30286-X 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30286-X 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30801-1 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30801-1 
https://doi.org/10.1017/Sl 743923X07000062
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475_IWPR-Report-Dreams-Deferred.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475_IWPR-Report-Dreams-Deferred.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475_IWPR-Report-Dreams-Deferred.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475_IWPR-Report-Dreams-Deferred.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/C475_IWPR-Report-Dreams-Deferred.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260519876024 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260519876024 
https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000209 
https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000209 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094017
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094017
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/42495/9241545615_eng.pdf%253Bjsessionid%253D7CA2412DC54291D3F9F9DC6C1E0ACCE5?sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/42495/9241545615_eng.pdf%253Bjsessionid%253D7CA2412DC54291D3F9F9DC6C1E0ACCE5?sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/42495/9241545615_eng.pdf%253Bjsessionid%253D7CA2412DC54291D3F9F9DC6C1E0ACCE5?sequence=1
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2008.151159
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2008.151159
https://doi.org/10.1891/vivi.17.1.73.33638 


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   30 

Lisak, D. (2011). Understanding the predatory nature of 
sexual violence. Civic Research Institute, 14(4), 49-64.

Lukachko, A., Hatzenbuehler, M. L., & Keyes, K. M. (2014). 
Structural racism and myocardial infarction in the United 
States. Social Science & Medicine, 103, 42-50. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2013.07.021

Malathesh, B. C., Das, S., & Chatterjee, S.S. (2020). COVID-
19 and domestic violence against women. Asian Journal of 
Psychiatry, 151(2), 180-187. https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.13365

Malghan, D., & Swaminathan, H. (2020, July). Inside 
the Black Box: Intra-household Inequality and a Gendered 
Pandemic (LIS Cross-National Data Center in Luxembourg 
Working Paper No. 797). http://www.lisdatacenter.org/
wps/liswps/797.pdf

May, V. M. (2015). Pursuing intersectionality, unsettling 
dominant imaginaries. Routledge.

McGibbon, E., & McPherson, C. (2011). Applying inter-
sectionality & complexity theory to address the social 
determinants of women’s health. Women’s Health and Urban 
Life, 10(1), 59-86.

Microsoft Corporation. (2018). Microsoft Excel. Retrieved 
from https://office.microsoft.com/excel

Miller, T. R., Fulton, D., & Lee, D.S. (2018). The cost and conse-
quences of sexual violence in California. California Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault. (Table 4.) [Dataset] http://www.
calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA 
CCofSV FINAL 2018.pdf

Moradi, B. (2017). (Re)focusing intersectionality: From 
social identities back to systems of oppression and 
privilege. In K. A. DeBoard, A. R. Fischer, K. J. Bieschke, 
& R. M. Perez (Eds.), Handbook of sexual orientation and 
gender diversity in counseling and psychotherapy (3rd ed., pp. 
105-127). American Psychological Association.

Moradi, B., & Grzanka, P.R. (2017). Using intersectionality 
responsibly: Toward critical epistemology, structural 
analysis, and social justice activism. Journal of Counseling 
Psychology, 64(5), 500-513. https://doi.org/10.1037/
cou0000203

Myers, H. F., Wyatt, G. E., Ullman, J. B., Loeb, T. B., Chin, 
D., Prause, N., Zhang, M., Williams, J. K., Slavich, G. M., & 
Liu, H. (2015). Cumulative burden of lifetime adversities: 
Trauma and mental health in low-SES African Americans 
and Latino/as. Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, 
Practice and Policy, 7(3), 243-251. https://doi.org/10.1037/
a0039077

Nixon, R. (2013). Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of 
the Poor. Harvard University Press.

Pain, R. (2019). Chronic urban trauma: The slow violence 
of housing dispossession. Urban Studies, 56(2), 385-400. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098018795796

Parkinson, D. (2019). Investigating the increase in domestic 
violence post disaster: An Australian case study. Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 34(11), 2333-2362. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0886260517696876

Parolin, Z., Curran, M., Matsudaira, J., Waldfogel, J., Wimer, 
C. (2020, October). Monthly Poverty Rates in the United States 
during the COV/0-19 Pandemic [Working Paper]. Center on 
Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University. https://stat-
icl.sguarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6d-
c7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/16027334711 58/
COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf

Pavao, J., Alvarez, J., Baumrind, N., lnduni, M., & Kimerling, 
R. (2007). Intimate partner violence and housing instability.
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 32(2), 143-146. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2006.10.008

Peterson, C., Kearns, M. C., McIntosh, W. L., Estefan, L. F., 
Nicolaidis, C., Mccollister, K. E., Gordon, A., & Florence, 
C. (2018). Lifetime Economic Burden of Intimate Partner 
Violence Among U.S. Adults. American journal of preven-
tive medicine, 55(4), 433-444. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
amepre.2018.04.049

Peterson, C., DeGue, S., Florence, C., Lokey, C. N. (2017). 
Lifetime economic burden of rape among U.S. adults. 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 52(6), 691-701. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2016.11.014

Planty, M., Langton, L., Krebs, C., Berzofsky, M., & Smiley-
Mc-Donald, H. (2013). Female victims of sexual violence, 
1994- 2010. U.S. Department of Justice. https://www.bjs.
gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf

Prather, C., Fuller, T. R., Marshall, K. J., & Jeffries, W. L., 4th. 
(2016). The impact of racism on the sexual and reproduc-
tive health of African American women. Journal of Women’s 
Health, 25(7), 664-671. https://doi.org/10.1089/jwh.2015.5637

Rai, A., Sharma, A. J., & Subramanyam, M.A. (2020). 
Droughts, cyclones, and intimate partner violence: A 
disastrous mix for indian women. medRxiv. Advance on 
line publication. https://10.1101/2020.06.29.20142893

Ridley, E., Rioux, J., Lim, K. C., Mason, D., Houghton, K. F., 
Luppi, F., & Melody, T. (2005). Domestic violence survivors 
at work: How perpetrators impact employment. Maine 
Department of Labor & Family Crisis Services. https://
wwwl.maine.gov/labor/labor stats/publications/dvreports/
survivorstudy.pdf

Riger, S., Ahrens, C., & Blickenstaff, A. (2001). Measuring 
interference with employment and education reported by 
women with abusive partners: Preliminary data. In K. D. 

Appendix

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2013.07.021 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2013.07.021 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.13365
http://www.lisdatacenter.org/wps/liswps/797.pdf
http://www.lisdatacenter.org/wps/liswps/797.pdf
http://www.lisdatacenter.org/wps/liswps/797.pdf
https://office.microsoft.com/excel
https://office.microsoft.com/excel
http://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA_CCofSV_FINAL_2018.pdf
http://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA_CCofSV_FINAL_2018.pdf
http://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA_CCofSV_FINAL_2018.pdf
http://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA_CCofSV_FINAL_2018.pdf
http://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CALCASA_CCofSV_FINAL_2018.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098018795796
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517696876
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517696876
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5f87c59e4cd0011fabd38973/1602733471158/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2006.10.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2018.04.049 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2018.04.049 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2016.11.014
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1089/jwh.2015.5637
https://10.1101/2020.06.29.20142893
https://www1.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf
https://www1.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf
https://www1.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf
https://www1.maine.gov/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   31 

O’Leary & R. D. Maiuro (Eds.), Psychological Abuse in Violent 
Domestic Relations. (pp. 119-133). Springer Publishing

Rivara, F. P., Anderson, M. L., Fishman, P., Bonomi, A. E., 
Reid, R. J., Carrell, D., & Thompson, R. S. (2007). Healthcare 
utilization and costs for women with a history of intimate 
partner violence. American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 
32(2), 89-96. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2006.10.001

Rodriguez, M., Valentine, J.M., Son, J.B., & Muhammad, M. 
(2009). Intimate partner violence and barriers to mental 
health care for ethnically diverse populations of women. 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 10(4), 358-374. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1524838009339756

Rosenthal, L. (2016). Incorporating intersectionality into 
psychology: An opportunity to promote social justice and 
equity. American Psychologist, 71(6),474-485. https://doi.
org/10.1037/a0040323

Rothman, E., Exner, D., & Baughman, A. (2011). The prev-
alence of sexual assault against people who identify as 
gay, lesbian, or bisexual in the United States: A systematic 
review. Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 12(2), 55-66. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1524838010390707

Roure, J.(2019). Immigrant women, domestic violence, and 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria in Puerto Rico: Compounding 
the violence for the most vulnerable. The Georgetown 
Journal of Gender and the Law, 631, 631-697.

Ruiz, E. (2017). Framing lntersectionality. In L. Alcoff, P. 
Taylor, and L.Anderson (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to 
the Philosophy of Race (pp. 335-348). Routledge.

Ruvalcaba, Y., & Eaton, A. A. (2020). Nonconsensual 
pornography among U.S. adults: A sexual scripts frame-
work on victimization, perpetration, and health correlates 
for women and men. Psychology of Violence, 10(1), 68- 78. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000233

Santaularia, J., Johnson, M., Hart, L., Haskett, L., Welsh, E., 
& Faseru, B. (2014). Relationships between sexual violence 
and chronic disease: A cross-sectional study. BMC Public 
Health, 14(1), 1286. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-14-1286

Schliep, K. C., Mumford, S. L., Johnstone, E. B., Peterson, 
C. M., Sharp, H. T., Stanford, J. B., Chen, Z., Backonja, 
U., Wallace, M. E., & Buck Louis, G. M. (2016). Sexual 
and physical abuse and gynecologic disorders. Human 
Reproduction, 31(8), 1904-1912. https://doi.org/10.1093/
humrep/dew153

Schumacher, J. A., Coffey, S. F., Norris, F. H., Tracy, M., 
Clements, K., & Galea, S. (2010). Intimate partner violence 
and Hurricane Katrina: Predictors and associated mental 
health outcomes. Violence and Victims, 25(5), 588-603.

Sharma, A., & Borah, S. B. (2020). Covid-19 and domestic 
violence: An indirect path to social and economic crisis.
Journal of Family Violence, 1-7. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10896-020-00188-8

Sinozich, S. & Langton, L. (2014). Rape and sexual assault 
among college-age females, 1995-2013. U.S. Department of 
Justice. https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.
pdf

Smith, S.G., Zhang, X., Basile, K.C., Merrick, M.T., Wang, J., 
Kresnow, M., & Chen, J. (2018). The National Intimate Partner 
and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2015 data brief-updated 
release. National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://www.
cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data  brief508.pdf

Staggs, S. L., & Riger, S. (2005). Effects of intimate partner 
violence on low-income women’s health and employment.
American Journal of Community Psychology, 36, 133-145. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-005-6238-1

Stahre, M., VanEenwyk, J., Siegel, P., & Njai, R. (2015). 
Housing insecurity and the association with health out-
comes and unhealthy behaviors, Washington State, 2011. 
Preventing Chronic Disease, 12, E109. https://doi.org/10.5888/
pcd12.140511

Stylianou, A. (2018). Economic abuse within intimate 
partner violence: A review of the literature. Violence and 
Victims, 33(1), 3-22.

Sullivan, C. M., Goodman, L.A., Virden, T., Strom, J., & 
Ramirez, R. (2018). Evaluation of the effects of receiving-
trauma  informed practices on domestic violence shelter 
residents. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 88(5), 
563-570. https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000286

Tjaden, P., & Thoennes, N. (2000). Full report of the preva-
lence, incidence, and consequences of violence against women: 
Findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey. 
U.S. Department of Justice. https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffilesl/
nij/183781.pdf

Tolman, R. (2011). Impact of intimate partner violence on eco-
nomic well-being. Center for Financial Security, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. https://centerforfinancialsecurity.
files.wordpress.com/2015/04/tolman2011.pdf

U.S. Census Bureau. (2020). Week 5 Household Pulse Survey: 
May 28-June 2. (Table 2b.) [Dataset]. https://www.census.
gov/data/tables/2020/demo/hhp/hhp5.html

U.S. Department of Agriculture. (n.d.). Definitions 
of Food Security. https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/
food-nutrition  assistance/food-security-in-the-us/
definitions-of-food-security/

Appendix

https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838009339756 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838009339756 
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0040323 
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0040323 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838010390707 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838010390707 
https://doi.org/10.1037/vio0000233
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-14- 1286
https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dew153 
https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dew153 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-020-00188-8 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-020-00188-8 
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-005-6238-1
https://doi.org/10.5888/pcd12.140511
https://doi.org/10.5888/pcd12.140511
https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000286
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf
http://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/demo/hhp/hhp5.html
http://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/demo/hhp/hhp5.html
http://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/demo/hhp/hhp5.html
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   32 

Appendix

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. 
(n.d.). Sexual Harassment. https://www.eeoc.gov/
sexual-harassment

Viterna, J., & Fallon, K. M. (2008). Democratization, wom-
en’s movements, and gender-equitable states: A frame-
work for comparison. American Sociological Review, 73(4), 
668-689. https://doi.org/10.1177/000312240807300407

Waechter, R., & Ma, V. {2015}. Sexual violence in America: 
Public funding and social priority. American Journal of 
Public Health, 105(12), 2430-2437. https://doi.org/10.2105/
AJPH.2015.302860

Whitton, S. W., Newcomb, M. E., Messinger, A. M., Byck, 
G., & Mustanski, B. (2019). A longitudinal study of IPV 
victimization among sexual minority youth. Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 34(5), 912-945. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0886260516646093

https://www.eeoc.gov/sexual-harassment
https://www.eeoc.gov/sexual-harassment
https://www.eeoc.gov/sexual-harassment
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516646093
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516646093


 Measuring the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Survivors of Color   33 

About ‘me too.’
‘me too.’ serves as a convener, innovator, thought leader, and organizer across the mainstream and 
the grassroots to address systems that allow for the proliferation of sexual violence, specifically in 
Black, queer, trans, disabled, and all communities of color. Leveraging its model and framework, 
grounded in existing research and theory, ‘me too.’ centers individual and community healing and 
transformation, empowerment through empathy, shifting cultural narratives and practices, and 
advancing a global survivor-led movement to end sexual violence. 

‘me too.’ International envisions a world free of sexual violence. We assert that the transformation 
of oppressive systems, narratives, and cultures, grounded in the lived experiences and leadership 
of survivors, creates space for generative ideas, practices and relationships rooted in love, respect, 
empathy, and wellness. We imagine communities that are abundant with joy, safety, and resources 
and committed to radical healing, and we are committed to the work to live toward this vision.

About FreeFrom
FreeFrom is a national organization, based in Los Angeles, whose mission is to dismantle the nexus 
between intimate partner violence and financial insecurity. FreeFrom believes in the creativity, 
resourcefulness, and power that each survivor has to achieve financial independence and to build 
communities that support individual, intergenerational, and collective healing. We also believe that 
intimate partner violence is a systemic problem in our society which we are severely lacking the 
infrastructure to address. 
 
FreeFrom’s work is to create that infrastructure, by growing the capacity of the anti-violence  
movement, building tech resources for survivors, creating peer networks that foster survivors’ collective 
power, changing existing laws and advocating for the passage of new and survivor-centered laws 
at the state and federal level, expanding the data and research that exists to support the field, and 
bringing in employers, banks, and other institutions as part of the ecosystem working to support 
survivor’s financial security and safety. 
 
FreeFrom is a team of survivors. We are a proudly queer, feminist, and people of color-led organization. 
Each of us brings unique experiences, insights, and drive to our work to end the cycle of violence. 
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